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SUBJECT: FURTHER TURKISH/REACTION TO ROME TALKS 
REF: ANKARA 3948 

1. TURKISH NEWS MEDIA MAY 20 CONTINUED TO GIVE PROMINENT 
COVERAGE TO THE RECENT CAGLAYANGIL-BITSIOS TALKS IN ROME, 
WITH DIFFERENT ACCOUNTS FOCUSSING ON BOTH THE POSITIVE AND 
DISCOURAGING ASPECTS OF THE MEETINGS. 

A. TURKISH RADIO AND TELEVISION (TRT) QUOTED FONMIN 
CAGLAYANGIL AS SAYING ON HIS ARRIVAL IN ISTANBUL THAT THE 
DISCUSSIONS WERE CONDUCTED IN A CLEAR, SINCERE AND REALISTIC 
ATMOSPHERE AND THAT A ' GOOD DIALOGUE" HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED 
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B. LIBERAL DAILY MILLIYET CONTINUED ITS OPTIMISTIC TONE, 
REPORTING THAT "A STEP HAS BEEN TAKEN IN GREEK-TURKISH 
RELATIONS.” ALSO, THE MASS-CIRCULATION DAILY GUNAYDIN NOTES 
THAT HIGH-LEVEL TURKISH-GREEK TALKS WILL CONTINUE WITH THE 
NATO SUMMIT MEETING IN BRUSSELS. 

C. HOWEVER. HURRIYET (TURKEY'S LARGEST CIRCULATION 
NEWSPAPER) REPORTED THAT THE GREEKS HAD NOT RPT NOT CHANGED 
THEIR ATTITUDE ON THE ISSUES AND THAT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
ROME TALKS DID NOT RPT NOT EXTEND BEYOND THE FACT THAT THE TWO 
SIDES HAD SAT DOWN AT THE TABLE TOGETHER FOR THE FIRST TIME 
SINCE THE CYPRUS CRISIS. MODERATELY -LEFTIST CUMHURIYET 

SAID THAT, EXCEPT FOR AN AGREEMENT THAT THE TWO 

PRIME MINISTERS WOULD MEET AT BRUSSELS, THE ROME TALKS PRODUCED 

NO RPT NO CONCRETE RESULTS. 

D. HURRIYET ALSO CARRIED AN OPEN LETTER TO GREEK PRIMIN 
CARAMANLIS FROM METIN TOKER (SON-IN-LAW OF THE LATE ISMET 
INONU), URGING CARAMANLIS TO FOLLOW INONU'S EXAMPLE IN 
SEEKING A BILATERAL SOLUTION TO GREEK-TURKISH PROBLEMS AND 
TO REFRAIN FROM TRYING TO AROUSE WORLD PUBLIC OPINION AGAINST 
TURKEY. "THE TIME IS RIPE FOR DISPLAYING MUTUAL GOODWILL,” 

WROTE TOKER. 

2. A FEW EDITORIAL COMMENTS THAT HAVE APPEARED TO DATE HAVE 
TAKEN A NEGATIVE VIEW OF THE TALKS. 

A. MUMTAZ SOYSAL (MILLIYET) SAID THE CAGLAYANGIL BITSIOS 
MEETINGS WERE THE RESULT OF "MATCHMAKING” EFFORTS BY U.S. 

STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL WILLIAM EAGLETON AND WERE "FORCED" 

ON TURKEY IN AN EFFORT TO PROTECT AMERICAN INTERESTS. 

B. YASAR AYSEV (BARIS) COMMENTED THAT WHILE THE 
BEGINNING OF BILATERAL TALKS COULD BE CONSIDERED A FAVORABLE 
STEP, NOT AN INCH OF DISTANCE HAD BEEN COVERED. HE SAID 
CAGLAYANGIL WAS APPARENTLY TRYING TO GIVE THE IMPRESSIONTO 
THE AMERICAN CONGRESS THAT TURKEY HAS ENGAGED IN A DIALOGUE 
WITH GREECE AND THAT POSITIVE STEPS TOWARD A SETTLEMENT 
HAVE BEEN TAKEN. HOWEVER, HE CONCLUDED, IT WOULD BE USELESS 
TO EXPECT ANY RESULT FROM THE FORTHCOMING NATO SUMMIT. 
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